
Public Works keeps Rocklin safe in all weather conditions 
 
By Kent Foster, Director of Public Works  
City of Rocklin 
 
Landscaping, drain checks and cleaning gutters.  Sound like a typical weekend in your 
backyard?  In the City of Rocklin, these activities play a key part in ensuring the safety of 
residents during all types of weather conditions. 
 
Each year, the City of Rocklin Public Works Department performs preventive 
maintenance to prepare for Northern California’s rainy winter season.  City employees 
work diligently “behind the scenes” to make sure that when the first rain drop hits it 
won’t adversely affect infrastructure or resident safety.    
 
Over time, winter weather can greatly impact local roads, but providing ongoing 
maintenance increases the life of a road, which saves money and protects residents. 
During the dry season, city workers make sure roadways are well-marked and street lines 
repainted so when the rain hits drivers can clearly see where they are going.  The 
department also monitors roads for cracks and seals them with a protective coating to 
keep water from seeping underneath and breaking down the pavement.  This allows the 
roadways to stay in optimal condition for vehicle traction.   
 
To further ensure residents’ safety, the Public Works Department requires safety signs to 
have a high intensity reflective surface so that they can be seen in all conditions and 
inspects the signs year round during the day and night to ensure clear visibility.  Tree 
maintenance is also an important part of the planning process, and tree branches are cut 
and maintained so there are no obstructions to street lights or safety signs, especially after 
a storm. 
 
City drainage systems must also be routinely maintained, as they can become plugged 
with debris, increasing the risk for roadway flooding.  To prevent flooding, drainage 
systems are monitored and inspected thoroughly before the rainy season to make sure 
water has a clear path to flow off Rocklin roads and sidewalks.   
                                                                                                                                   
Fortunately for Rocklin, the risk of a major flood is minimal because the creeks within 
city limits originate below the snow level and there are no major rivers and levees to 
monitor.   However, when severe weather is forecast, public works officials monitor the 
weather and evaluate the potential impact of a storm so they are prepared to quickly 
respond.  After a storm, the department works collaboratively with other departments to 
monitor and stop road contaminants from washing into local streams.   
 
One of the most critical jobs performed by Public Works occurs before every winter 
season.  The department takes a complete inventory of its emergency equipment, 
including checking signs, barricades, road closure materials, battery backups for signal 
lights and preparing for a power interruption or outage, to ensure they are well-equipped 
in case of an urgent situation.  



                                                               
The City of Rocklin Public Works Department is committed to public safety and 
continually demonstrates it through proactive preventative measures performed in the 
summer and its specific projects carried out before every rainy winter season.  Employees 
work hard to reinforce the infrastructure of the city roadways with one goal in mind – to 
ensure residents travel safely year round. 
 


